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relations and which for three centuries have been universally,
constantly, and mutually observed, have not thereby become
laws; in other words, that might makes right. But Europe,
which has suffered so terribly from such doctrines and paid
for them with so much blood and so many tears, has well
earned the right to loathe and detest them. They are equally
detestable in Vienna, in St. Petersburg, in London, in Paris,
in Madrid, and in Lisbon.
The disposition which has been intended for Saxony, bad
enough as a precedent, would be worse in its influence on the
general stability in Europe, a stability which consists in a
balance between the forces of aggression and the forces of
resistance to aggression; and it would upset that balance in
two ways, both equally dangerous:
1.   By creating an extremely strong force of aggression
against Bohemia, and by thus threatening the security of
Austria as a whole, for Bohemia's individual force of resist-
ance would then have to be increased proportionately and
could only be so increased by weakening the general force of
resistance of the Austrian monarchy. Now, the security of
Austria is of too much importance to Europe not to arouse
the personal anxiety of the King.
2.  By creating within the German nation, for one of its
members, a force of aggression out of proportion to the force
of resistance of all the other elements; which, by putting them
into imminent peril and forcing them to look for support
abroad, would render useless the force of resistance which, in
the general system of balance in Europe, the nation as a
whole should possess and which it can only possess through
the closest unity between its elements.
France may say in all truth, with Austria, that she bears
Prussia no feelings of jealousy or animosity; and that it is
precisely because she has her best interests at heart that she
cannot desire to see her obtain superficial advantages which,
acquired through injustice and being dangerous to Europe,
would sooner or later become extremely disadvantageous to
her. Let Prussia acquire all that she can legitimately obtain,
and not onlyivill France make no objections but she will be
the first to approve. Let there be no more question of how
much 6f Saxony the Prussian King will restore to the Saxon